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Name: Dr. Suranjan Weeraratne        

Department: Political Science     Phone Number: (618) 650-2637 

E-mail Address: sweerar@siue.edu                              Campus Box: 1453 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor additional, 

unfunded students. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 2 additional, unfunded students 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [ X ] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [ X ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
9 

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    Yes. 

 If ‘yes,’ in which course?   POLS 310-Readings in Political Science 

 If ‘yes,’ for how many credit hours? 3 

 

Location of research/creative activities:  

No particular location as such. But, the student will be expected to meet with me every two weeks or so in my 

office. 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
This research seeks to investigate linkages between the Islamic State (ISIS) and other militant Islamist organizations 

in the Middle East, North and West Africa. Over the last two years, over 60 militant organizations have implicitly 

and explicitly pledged allegiance to ISIS. This study seeks to explain the nature, scope and parameters of such an 

allegiance. On a related note, the study also aims to focus on militant Islamist organizations that have deliberately 

distanced themselves of the ideology of transnational terrorist movements such As ISIS. Such a comparison will 

facilitate our understanding of the conditions under which local militant groups are more likely to develop ties with 

the likes of ISIS. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 

   Conduct literature review on ISIS, other Islamist terrorist organizations in the Middle East and parts of Africa.  

   Build dataset on terrorist groups that have ties to ISIS. The dataset will include specific variables on the extent and     

   nature of ties.  

   Collect data on terrorist attacks carried out by groups that are affiliated to ISIS. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 

Students will develop a deep understanding of the objectives, ideology and modus operandi of ISIS. They will also 

acquire familiarity with the literature on transnational terrorist organizations, in general, and will be able to evaluate 

under what conditions such groups will form ties with the likes of ISIS. Students will also learn basic skills in 

compiling and maintaining large data sets. 

 

 

 



Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

Students can work at any time convenient to them. I do request that students be available to meet with me, at least 

once every two weeks or so, at a mutually convenient time. 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
N/A 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

POLS 111- Introduction to Political Science is a must. It would also help if you have taken to POLS 370 -

Introduction to International Relations. However, 370 is not a prerequisite.  
 

Other requirements or notes to applicants:   

   Familiarity with Excel is a must. Experience with SPSS (or any other statistical software) is an asset, but not     

   essential. 

 

 


